
Gideon: Man of Faith and Valour  

Judges 6-7 

Biblical History Background 

Gideon’s story is set in the time of the Judges. 

Israel had been brought into the promised land by 

Moses and Joshua, they had been travelling 

around the desert for 40 years after being 

delivered from Egypt as slaves. God had promised 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the patriarchs, that He 

would give the land of Canaan as an inheritance to 

the people of Israel. He used Moses to lead the 

people out and Joshua took over after Moses’ 

death. God warned the Israelites that they were to 

totally destroy everything in the land before they 

possessed it. However, this plan was never fully 

implemented and it meant that there were 

pockets of land and people living there who God 

wanted out. After the death of Joshua, the people 

were expected to continue to secure the land, 

however, as they fell into sin and worshipped 

other gods, God made sure these people groups 

stayed and were a ‘thorn’ in Israel’s side, to test 

them to see if they were able to rely on God 

(Judges 2 v 3). That did not happen and in Judges 

there is a depressive cycle of God’s people falling 

into sin, their land being robbed and invaded; they 

then called upon God and He raised up a Judge 

who delivered them from their enemies.  

God had promised that this would happen. Before 

the people of Israel entered the land of promise 

they were told clearly the consequences of what 

would happen if they chose God or walked away 

from His ways. The cycles of discipline (Lev. 26vs 

14-33/Deut 28 vs 16-68) are evidence of God’s 

promise andHis desire to give His people all that 

He had promised. There were 4 cycles and at each 

one the people of Israel had an opportunity to turn 

back to God. Cycle one- health and pressure from 

enemies; cycle two- land threatened, prosperity 

effected and danger from wild beasts; cycle three 

partial invasion and pestilence from their enemies 

and cycle four; desolation and captivity. They 

eventually reached this level of judgement; the 

Israelites never, even at the height of their ancient 

Kingdom had full control of all the land. Eventually 

in Israel’s history more and more of their land was 

taken until finally they were taken away from their 

inheritance.  

Gideon in Context: Major Biblical Events 

The Patriarchs-Abraham, Isaac and Jacob >12 

sons 

V 

Severe famine; Israel’s (Jacob) family (70) move 

to Egypt-Joseph 

V 

Israelites enslaved in Egypt for 400 years 

V 

Exodus from Egypt-Moses, Miriam & Aaron 

V 

Israelites enter the Promised Land and begin 

conquest-Joshua 

V 

Israel led by Judges- including GIDEON, Samson, 

Deborah etc... 

V 

Samuel (last judge)>Saul (1
st

 King)> David> 

Solomon 

V 

The divided Kingdom 

V 

Fall of the Northern Kingdom 

V 

Fall of the Judah (Southern Kingdom) 

V 

Exile in Babylon 

V 

Restoration-Ezra, Nehemiah 



V 

In between the Testaments 

V 

Jesus and the Church 

 

Why have we been looking at Biblical 

Characters? 

Why do we bother to look and explore into the 

lives of some biblical characters?  They are for our 

instruction and guidance, we can learn from these 

people and their dealings with God. Hebrews 11 

gives us that inspiring collection of the many men 

and women of faith and Gideon is mentioned in 

this list (Heb 11 vs32-34); Gideon,’ .. from 

weakness were made strong, became mighty in 

war and put foreign armies to flight...’ (v34). 

Gideon’s Journey of Faith:  

The overall theme of the next two weeks is about 

how one man became a mighty man of faith and 

how his faith grew in God to be one of Israel’s 

deliverers. The application for us is that we, too 

can grow in faith but there are things we must do 

to make sure we allow this to happen. 

1) Despairing cynic  (6 v 13) >   

2) A revelation from God (6 v12) >  

3) The call of God  (6v 14 & 16) >  

4) The inferior argument (6 v 15) > 

5) The Confirmation  (6 v 17-21)>  

6) The encouragement  (6 v 23) >  

7) The first test (6 vs 25-32) >   

8) The equipping (6 v 34) >  

9) Seeking more confirmation (6 vs 36-40) > 

10) The second test (7 vs 1-8 ) >  

11) More encouragement (7 vs 9-15)  

12) The victorious man of faith ( 7 vs 16-25) 

 

Crude Map-Not to scale of the Geography of 

the land at the time of the Judges 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


