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Beatitudes Part 2: Matthew 5 vs 1-16 

 

Introduction and recap from week 1 

- These are the distinctive features of God’s kingdom people; when the world looks at you 

personally and us collectively they should see these features displayed in our lives 

- They are the result of the Holy Spirit working in and through us to renew and regenerate us 

- These are pivotal in the teaching of the whole Bible as they sum up the teaching of both 

Testaments and are finally realised and lived out in the life of Jesus. 

- Last week we talked about the context of the state of the people that Jesus was talking to; 

They were a broken people and at the end of their own resources 

- The first three Beatitudes are the basis of the ones which follow we need to come to a 

place of reliance on God and to hear his heart about what He wants to do to rebuild and 

restore our lives.  

- Psalm 34 v 18 “The Lord is near to the broken-hearted and saves those who are crushed in 

spirit.” 

- God mourns but mourning for its own sake is nothing unless it is turned into action that God 

ordains. We often wonder why He doesn’t answer our prayers but have we really sought 

Him about what He wants us to pray for and to hear His heart 

- Humility – What have you given up this week of yourself? When was the last time you said 

sorry? We don’t change the world by being exploitative and controlling but by a humility of 

mind. 

- False Humility-We are not to be doormats and not necessarily the passive receivers of 

bullying and abuse as we need to stand up not only for injustice against others but injustice 

against ourselves; but the key is HOW WE DO THIS.  

- Life is not about scoring points or getting one over others 

- Time restriction will mean I will not be talking about persecution today as we covered this in 

our 1 Peter studies earlier in the year. Suffice it to say if we live according to these principles 

contained in the beatitudes we will suffer persecution either for being a Christian and/or 

standing up for what is right. 
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“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness for they shall be satisfied” 

Context: Israel were a people who lived with injustice all around them and it is not what they had 

hoped for. Jesus entered a world that was riddled with unrighteous dealings and corruption. 

What it means: Psalm 42 v 3/Psalm 61 v 1. It is about having an appetite to seeing injustice 

overturned.  

Jesus talks here about the desire to do the will of God and the deep satisfaction of the human soul. 

To hunger and thirst in this way is about what drives a person, their passion. It speaks of desiring to 

have a personal life that is willing to do God’s will and that wants to please Him.  

It is out of this personal life that there is a global application because out of this comes the desire for 

social justice. Christians are called to live righteous lives and to pursue social justice in the world in 

which we live. This covers all aspects of living in our world and includes poverty, injustices, employer 

abuse and healthy family relationships.  

Amos talks about God as roaring over the injustices of his people and their enemies. 

Jesus as a pursuer of righteousness: Jesus spoke out about the injustices of His day and the 

hypocrisy he saw in the religious leaders. Jesus lived out a righteous life and he mixed with the poor 

and needy and outcasts to show by His example another way. 

Jesus spoke out about injustice and modelled this in his connection with people and the way he 

challenged people to authenticity. Jesus never had a trust or an organisation or a website but his 

effectiveness was with people in meeting them where they were.  

We should never underestimate the power of one person who is empowered by God to change 

people’s lives. Just imagine what could happen of you allow God to use you to help one person. 

 

Alternative: Not living God’s way, exploiting the poor and needy and doing unfair and unjust things, 

taking advantage of others weaknesses.  

We, as God’s people, however, can compromise the right way of doing things because of fear of 

what others say, we compromise with the world’s standard and lose our effectiveness. We have to 

stand out and be different. People criticise the Church because we portray a vague message and 

appear weak and ‘wishy-washy.’ 

 

Application 

Seeking to overcome injustices for the poor and needy. Getting involved in justice as God’s people 

but not losing our Christian distinctiveness and sharing the gospel.  

Christianity has a long history of seeking justice for the poor, oppressed and marginalised. We have 

made some mistakes however: 
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 How we have done it; own agendas, reacting and not working from a place of rest 

 The gospel message has often been smothered by the good works and the message has 

either been diluted or forgotten.  

Firstly we need to get our hearts right first and ask ourselves do we exploit and take advantage of 

others, their kindness and generosity? Are we givers or takers? 

What are we doing to make a difference to people’s lives and in what ways might we advocate on 

behalf of others? 

We also need to ask when we do stand up for righteousness, Are we doing it with humility? Is it 

motivated by God’s heart? 

We might often wonder why we do not get answers to our prayers, but we perhaps do not always 

ask God what HIS agenda is and pray into that and seek HOW we might do His work. 

 

“Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy” 

Context: Jesus’ world was a harsh place under Roman occupation and in many ways our world is 

the same. Have become more sophisticated at covering it up?  But it seeps through the cracks in our 

modern society 

This speaks of a people who see the need for their own mercy from God. It is only when we know 

the mercy of God that we can be truly merciful to others. God may forgive us in his incredible mercy 

but we need to forgive ourselves and walk in this. Mercy is about having compassion for the 

spiritually needy and as mercy is demonstrated it comes back like a boomerang. It is about being in 

the place of an eagerness to forgive in the same way we have been forgiven. The more we know our 

need of God, the more we will be compassionate and merciful to others who may have hurt us. 

Mercy means compassion or pity. The word is emotional, it comes from the gut and should be 

motivated by the Holy Spirit working in and through us. 

It is based on the principle of giving and receiving; the level of mercy we have been shown by God 

should make us want to be merciful towards others who may have hurt or harmed us. 

God is compassionate and merciful, slow to anger and rich in love and His wrath is just an 

expression of His jealous love that wants the best for us. 

Jesus as merciful:  Jesus is moved with compassion and mercy in the Gospel narratives. Jesus 

forgives people of their sins, He weeps with the grieving; He stays on the cross for a lost world-

‘Father forgive them, for they don’t know what they do.’ (Luke 23 v 34) His death on the cross was 

His ultimate act of mercy for us to bring us back to relationship with Him. 
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The Alternative:  We live in a society that can be punitive and harsh. Instead of showing 

understanding and support we often take the alternative route and punish people. Those who are 

harsh, hard and cruel about others needs and what they are experiencing in their lives. Those who 

give platitudes but show no real action for mercy. 

 “True health is the strength to live, the strength to suffer and the strength to die. Health is not a 

condition of my body it is the power of my soul to cope with the varying conditions of that body” 

by Jurgen Moultman from “The Crucified God” 

 

Application 

Do we forgive easily? Can we be honest with God and admit to Him our brokenness in this area of 

forgiveness? We may have said we have forgiven but do we still hold resentment that eats away at 

us. Unforgiveness can steal from us the abundant life Jesus offers us (John 10 v 10). 

DO we show mercy? How often do we say to people “Get over it”, or “Harden Up” or simply 

minimise people’s distress by not attending to them? This attitude can be both callous and 

damaging. The effects of this are evident  in people’s lives  who are struggling and broken by the 

constant way they can be treated so harshly. 

Showing mercy takes two things: 

 Allowing ourselves to have a fresh understanding of God’s mercy and love for us 

 Know ourselves and our own brokenness before God which will help us see and be 

sensitive to that in others… It needs a change of heart that only the Holy Spirit can bring. 

 

“Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God” 

Context: Jesus is speaking to a nation whose predicament has come from a lack of purity of heart; 

they were judged for their idolatry. 

What it means: The heart means the will and is related to our choices. Matthew 15 vs 18-19. We 

are told of the evil of the heart but the process of the Holy Spirit to work in us to produce pureness 

and a holiness before God.  

It is the Light of the Holy Spirit that brings life to us as we allow Him to probe our hearts and weed 

out the impurity. Things hidden in the heart or in secret lives need to be brought out in to the light 

and they lose their power. Peter says we have been called out of darkness in to His glorious light (1 

Peter 2. 

Being pure in heart means having nothing in the ways between God and us, for Him to move and 

work in our lives. We hold impurity in our hearts by our attitudes, our sinful acts, our thoughts and 

inner resentments. In order to really see God and know Him we have to be pure and transparent in 
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His eyes. If we sin He will always forgive. We need to live in the life of 1 John 1 v 9. God really sees us 

as good. 

Jesus talks about an inner purity that is translated to outward behaviour. Jesus uses a Greek word 

‘Katharos’ for the pure in heart. This word was used to describe winnowed wheat and unadulterated 

wine. It suggests unmixed motives or as James says not double-minded. 

It means an undivided heart. A pure heart opens up a clear channel to God, there is no sin in the 

way and we will see and hear God as He us. An impure heart limits our ability to really know God. 

Jesus knew no sin 2 Cor 5 v21-‘He made Him who knew no sin, to be sin on our behalf, that we 

might become the righteousness of God in Him.’  Jesus followed His Father’s will in all He did and 

said and He was not flattered by popularity and He was not fearful of speaking out about what was 

wrong. 

The Alternative: Impure hearts display double standards, hypocrisy, keep secret sins, have impure 

motives, agendas, thoughts and actions. An impure heart carries unforgiveness and resentment. An 

impure heart is not fully focussed on God’s agenda. 

 

Application 

Do we have a heart after God? God asks us to give Him our hearts which means coming into line 

with His motives, dreams and ambitions and laying ours aside. 

Psalm 51 David’s repentant prayer and He declares that God is not looking for outward purity but 

truth in the inward parts. The Holy Spirit is like a gardener; What we do in our garden the Holy Spirit 

does in our lives. As we allow Him He weeds out our selfish drives and reveals to us our true 

intentions but His aim is to enable us to grow to be the people He desires us to be; plants grow best 

when they are not being choked by weeds. 

Do we struggle with certain things which make our hearts impure? We need to come to Him in our 

brokenness and admit our shortcomings. Learning to be accountable to others about our struggles 

enables these things to be brought into the light. 

 

Chase Jordan Headley is an American professional baseball player for the New York Yankees, he is 

a Christian and has spoken out about his faith, which shows a pure heart that is not divided by the 

Christian and the secular: 

“Jesus has changed my life. My goal is to have Jesus be the centre of everything. I can 

worship Jesus by the way I play baseball and in how I interact with team mates, 

opponents, umpires and fans. I try to let my life reflect my faith in Christ.’ 
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“Blessed are the peacemakers for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” 

Context: The Israelites were not living in a peaceful situation and Jesus comes in the midst of this 

restlessness and discord and promises peace that is not about outward action but starts from a 

peace within the human spirit. 

Jesus & Peace: God is peace- Shalom. Jesus, He is the Prince of Peace (Isa 9 v6-7). Jesus promises to 

give us peace (John 14 v 27). It is a peace that transcends circumstances. Jesus came to bring 

reconciliation and the result is peace with God and with each other. Paul encourages us to be at 

peace with one another and be involved in His work of reconciliation. If God is a God of peace, we 

are His adopted children it follows that our DNA is about peace. We are joint heirs as Sons of God- 

John 1 vs 12-13/1 John 3 v 1 

 

Application 

In order to be peacemakers we need to have peace with God first. Billy Graham’s famous book 

“Peace with God” demonstrates this. Our conversion brings peace with God. We are to take this 

peace wherever we go. This does not mean we avoid conflict but we aim to bring peace in situations 

where we can. We can help in reconciling others and enabling people to see other points of view. 

It is from the peace that Jesus has given us because of His work in us through the Holy Spirit that 

we can live as reconcilers to others. We are called to do the same; to share the gospel or good news 

of Jesus with others, which brings peace (Ephesians 6). 

It is not peace, however, when we smoothing things over, not confront things and declare a false 

harmony when there is an undercurrent of discord and resentment that has not been resolved. This 

is not peacemaking, it is called avoiding. 

There is a difference between being peace makers and making the peace. Often things can appear 

peaceful on the outside, issues have not been addressed between people and there is an underlying 

disharmony because of this. We can avoid things that may cause us to be un-peaceful so it is easier 

to leave them. Unfortunately they are brewing away and spit out from time to time. A bit like 

walking on egg shells or avoiding the mines that may blow up. Jesus does not want us to live like 

this. He wants us to live open transparent lives before others. 

Someone once said, ‘If we shove things under the carpet for too long our carpets get so lumpy we 

trip over them’ 

David Riddell challenges us not to forsake truth for the sake of harmony. The truth is the good news 

as it is revealed in the work of Jesus and anything which challenges this work does not bring peace. 

Jesus did say that His words would challenge and bring discord. 

In order to be effective peacemakers we need to be at peace with God and with one another. 
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“Blessed are those who are persecuted for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven..” 

This is relevant all the more today as we see more Christians under pressure and some are killed for 

their faith. Jesus encourages us to rejoice in the midst of persecution. 

If we live a life that shows the beatitudes that have gone before we will be persecuted in some way. 

Our distinctiveness will cause a reaction. We should not have to go look for it, it will come as a result 

of our lives and living the Jesus way. It cost Him His life as it did with Stephen, the first martyr and 

has continued in history. 

It is the opposite to having-power, privilege and possessions. There is a reward in heaven for those 

who suffer and the Kingdom of Heaven fully realised is greater than their current suffering. Prophets 

of the OT were persecuted for standing up for God, some died, sometimes at the hands of God’s 

people. We cannot assume persecution comes just from the world. There can be battles between 

Christians. 

Jesus is not saying that those who are persecuted receive any merit or that it is glorious in any way. 

But Jesus points out that we are blessed if we are persecuted because of righteousness. Jesus is 

saying if they want to be righteous in an unrighteous world they will need to face the same certainty 

of persecution as he did. This is why He uses metaphors such as light and salt which make a 

difference. “Everyone who does evil hates the light because they do not want their evil deeds to be 

exposed. John 3 v 20”  

The alternative: Those who do not live according to the Kingdom values, who compromise their 

faith. 

Jesus as persecuted: Jesus was criticised, ridiculed, made fun of, hit and thumped; He was lashed, 

He was nailed to a cross, he was pierced in his side and HE DIED. 

Application: When we are persecuted for righteousness we overcome evil by not retaliating; we 

accomplish good in the world (as in a evil world we are only ever free to do good; we can witness 

powerfully to the way of Christ. 

 

Conclusion 

1. In summary. So Jesus is saying in effect, ‘My Kingdom people will be known for’: 

 Their reliance on me and need of me 

 Their heart after my heart 

 Their humility and gentleness 

 Their grace, mercy and forgiveness 

 Their hunger to want to wipe out injustice 
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 Their pure and undivided hearts 

 Their motivation for peace and reconciliation 

 Their persecution; the effect we have as a result of the Kingdom living we do in this 

present world system 

 

2) How do you measure up? How are these things being worked out in your life today? 

3) Yield to the Holy Spirit and acknowledge that yourself you can’t do it. 

4) Be connected with Jesus today by admitting your need of Him (confession) and turn away 

from the path you are travelling on (repent) 

5) John 15 v 5, Jesus says “Apart from me you can do nothing.” 

 

 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven…’ 

‘Blessed are you when you come to the end of your own resources, 

Blessed are you when you realise you need me in your life more than other things, 

Blessed are you when you realise you cannot do it alone, 

Blessed are you when you realise I am the sustainer of your life and it’s not about the economy or 

your own money management, 

Blessed are you when you realise and live in your brokenness, 

Blessed are you when you are hungry for Me to move in your life and yearn to see me make a 

difference in your world. 

Blessed are you when you are completely empty of yourself- when you feel overwhelmed, tired 

and exhausted and come to the end of yourself. It is then when you really need me and I can work 

in you and you are no longer in the way. 

I became less so the Father could become more, so I could give my life. My emptiness before the 

Father has enabled me to do the work of changing you. Then I can give you so  much more-my 

whole Kingdom if you would lose yourself for me.’ 


