


Facing a Change 
Joshua 1:1-9 
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Background to Joshua 1 

• Deut 8, Moses had been telling the people 
that God is going to lead them into this great 
place but they had to keep their wits about 
them and stay close to God 

• Moses was not going with them. Due to his 
impatience God had said he wouldn’t be going 
(Numbers 20:12) 

• Deut 31:1-8 Moses clarifies it is God who will 
go before you but Joshua will lead you. 



Deut 34:5-8 Moses Dies 

• The Lord bury’s him! 

• 30 Days of mourning and weeping 

• The people didn’t always agree with Moses 
or love him, but here, they were on the verge 
of entering the land, they were going without 
him into uncharted territory 

• I imagine that might be stressful – why else 
does God say Be bold and courageous. 



Some of the challenges 

• The fear was that God would be more distant 
from them at the time of need (no prophet 
like him Deut 34:10) 

• They knew the stories of the powerful giants 
of the land from what the spies had told them 

• Joshua had to step into Moses shoes and take 
them into these uncharted waters and was 
possibly a little daunted by the task (Be bold!) 



Joshua 1:1-9 

• v2 Moses is dead – Move on! 

• v5 I will be with you as I was with Moses 

• v6 Be Strong and Courageous! 

• v7 Be Strong and Courageous! 

• v7 Keep to the path 

• v8 Study the book 

• v9 Be Strong and Courageous! 

• v9 The Lord your God is with you 



Connecting to our story 

• For MBC we are moving into a transition time. 
Some key leaders and members of the church 
are moving on and things are changing 

• This can bring about some grief. People may 
start to question what is going on 

• Some may wonder if God is abandoning us 

• Some may feel the grief of having good friends 
leaving and wonder how they might cope 

• The landscape of the church will change  
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What do we learn? 

 



Grieve 

• Take some time! 

– Some “leave the land” to quick, and some stay too long 

– The Customary Period – 30 days? or 40 days? Or ? 

• Acknowledge our feelings 

– Sad, mad, confused, shaken, loss, worried panicky etc 

• Express what is going on for us 

– Cry, talk, unpack, gather, hug, tell stories 

• Know 

– That at some point you will need to move on, but that 
doesn’t have to be today 



What you need is provided for 

• Surprise! God has been preparing for this 
event (he goes before us so there are no 
surprises with God) and so He’s already to go 

• He has prepared someone, or some people or 
some thing to make this change, work 

• For some this means, stepping up and 
accepting your new role in faith 

• For others it means supporting and 
encouraging these people 



Change brings choice 

• Be bold and Courageous ! 

• Acknowledge it may be uncomfortable 

• Don’t compare Joshua to Moses 

• Build new friendships and embrace the new 
opportunities 

• Move on together to fulfil Gods purposes 

• Commit your way to God (keep in the book) 
and trust him – he goes before us 



Joshua 1:1-9 

• v2 Moses is dead – Move on! 

• v5 I will be with you as I was with Moses 

• v6 Be Strong and Courageous! 

• v7 Be Strong and Courageous! 

• v7 Keep to the path 

• v8 Study the book 

• v9 Be Strong and Courageous! 

• v9 The Lord your God is with you 



Bold and Courageous 
 

Be Bold, Be strong 

For the Lord your God is with you (repeat) 

I am not afraid 

I am not dismayed 

I’m walking in faith and victory 

Walking in faith and Victory 

For the Lord your God is with you 


