
Matthew 16:18 
 
And I tell you that you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not overcome it. 



Why study church history?  
 

• It helps us to understand God  
Psalm 44:1 We have heard with our ears, O God; our fathers have told 

us what you did in their days, in days long ago. 
 

• It keeps us humble 
Job 8:8-10 Ask the former generations and find out what their fathers 

learned, for we were born only yesterday and know nothing.. 
 

• It keeps us from error and to helps us interpret the Bible 
1 Cor 10:11 These things happened to them as examples and were written 

down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come. 
 

• It makes us communal 
Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great 

cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 

that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance… 
 

• It helps us understand our own time 
Ecclesiastes 1:9 What has been will be again, what has been done will 

be done again; there is nothing new under the sun. 



The ‘Canon’ of Scripture 
 

Old Testament canon confirmed by Jesus  
Luke 24:44   These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law 
of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning me.  
 

New Testament canon confirmed by Peter and Paul  
2 Peter 3:15-16   Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means 

salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom 

that God gave him. He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking 

in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard 

to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do 

the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

 

1 Timothy 5:18   For Scripture says, “Do not muzzle an ox while it is 

treading out the grain,”[a] and “The worker deserves his wages.”[b] 
 

[a] Deut. 25:4         [b] Luke 10:7 

















Genesis 3: 6   When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree 

was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable 

for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave 

some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  



2 Timothy 2:15 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a 

worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly 

handles the word of truth. 
 

1. Don‘t miss the wood for the trees 
 

Isaiah 61:1   
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, 

    because the Lord has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

    to proclaim freedom for the captives 

    and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
 

Galatians 3:28   

There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is 

there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

 

2. Test of time  


