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The theme for today, following on in the season of Lent, is ‘Love’.  Now we know that there 
are ten commandments quite clearly stated in Exodus chapter 20.  In Jewish law there are 
also 613 statutes, which build on the core ten commandments.  Over the years Rabbis have 
attempted to differentiate which ones are essential and which ones could be slighted or 
overlooked.  So if you were well connected and failed to meet one of the rules, it could be 
argued that it was one of the lesser ‘rules’ and so the penalty was lessened.  If you were not 
so well connected, didn’t have friends in high places, (someone like Jesus???) it could be 
argued that the indiscretion was against the greater rules and so the penalty needed to be 
greater (hence Jesus’ death).  So we come to today’s story. 
 
Setting the Scene/The Facts 
 
Passion Week.   
The day before Jesus had found the temple court full of traders and money changers 
making profit, and turned over the tables of those trading.  Jacquie painted a wonderful 
picture of this injustice when she spoke last week. 
 
The day after today’s scenario, is Jesus’ sermon on the mount where he speaks to the 
disciples and his followers.   
 
Jesus has been walking through the temple courts in Jerusalem, and was being tested and 
examined by the Sadducees and the Pharisees (the priests and Jewish officials). Earlier the 
same day some Pharisees & Herodians tried to catch Jesus out by asking him about 
whether taxes should be paid. 
 
Scripture reference:  Mark 12:28-34.  In this account, one of the teachers of the law heard 
Jesus and the others debating – he had been listening to Jesus arguments and the way he 
answered the challenges of the priests.  So he asks Jesus, of all the commandments, which 
is the most important?  Jesus replies:  The most important one is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the 
Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and witfh all your 
soul, and with all your mind and with all your strength.’  The second one is this: ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself.’  There is no commandment  
greater than these.   
 
I think that this guy liked what he had heard Jesus say, and so genuinely wanted to know 
His opinion.  While this was in the midst of Jesus being tested, I think this guy may have 
been confused about which of the 613 Jewish statutes was most important, and just wanted 
clarification. 
 
So Jesus has the opportunity amongst the crowds, to come up with some great wisdom 
about what people should do, and how they should behave, but instead of giving a self-
serving answer (as would be human nature) he is true to the word of God, and the heart of 
God.  He doesn’t just say love God he quantifies it by adding how much we are to love.  So 
we are not called to love God a little bit, with words, but to love God with ALL our heart, and 
with ALL our soul, and with ALL our mind, and with ALL our strength.  When I first began 
constructing this sermon, I was focused on breaking that down and specifying what it might 
mean to love God with each of those different areas of our being.  Then it dawned on me 
that the meaning of this is not to get people to compartmentalise their life and having a 
check list for the ways they love with their heart, mind, soul . . . the purpose of this greatest 
commandment is to love God first and foremost, with all of our being – completely. 
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So how do we do this?  First let’s define love.   
 

 In Hebrew, the word for love is derived from or similar to the word meaning ‘to give’.   
 
In Greek there are multiple words for love, each used to describe love depending on the 
context and type of love. 
 
In English the definition of love turns out to be mainly based on it being a noun – a thing.  A 
name you might call someone, or a feeling that you have for someone, or something. 
 
The bible defines love a verb, a doing word or an action.   
 
The word love appears in my bible multiple times, almost too many times to count, and 
certainly too many times for me to go through one by one and find the ones applicable to 
this topic.  So I decided upon one main passage which is important to keep in the back of 
our minds as we discuss the ways to love. 
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1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not 
dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
 
  



Slide 4 
 
How to Love God 
Which God are you truly serving?  Do you seek to please the God of all creation, Alpha and 
Omega, the great I am?  Or do you seek to please the people around you.  In seeking to 
gain the affections of people it is easy to be caught up in worshipping false idols.  Do you 
measure your success by worldly standards, or do you use the measure of God to 
determine if you stack up?  The bible tells us that we should seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness.  So what does that look like in practise? 
 
Joshua 22:5 
5 But be very careful to keep the commandment and the law that Moses the servant of 
the Lord gave you: to love the Lord your God, to walk in obedience to him, to keep his 
commands, to hold fast to him and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul.” 
Obey God, follow His commands, serve Him fully. 
 
James 1:12 
12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person 
will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 
Keep going when things are tough. 
 
1 John 4:9-18 
9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world 
that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.11 Dear friends, since God so loved 
us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.13 This is how we know that we 
live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that 
the Father has sent his Son to be the Saviour of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on 
the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in 
them. 17 This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the 
day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love 
drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made 
perfect in love.19 We love because he first loved us.  
Acknowledge the Trinity, and Jesus as the son of God. 
 
If you are uncertain about what this love for God should look like, then take the time to read 
your bible, study it, delve deeper into it, and ask God for guidance.  In my experience the 
more trials I go through, the more I learn to trust in God, and also the more I am able to 
discern God’s voice.   
 
Pray to God, and spend time waiting.  My place with God is walking in nature, then stopping 
at the top of Lawyer’s Head.  God sent the Holy Spirit to earth to be the interpreter, to 
intercede between us and God, and in nature is where I feel closest to God.  God always 
knows what is in our heart, knows the words we want to say even when we can’t quite seem 
to say them, but sometimes things get in the way of us hearing God’s voice.  This is where 
the Holy Spirit intercedes and helps out.  
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Love others 
After the call to love God, comes the command to love others.  It can be tricky to love those 
who really get on our nerves.  God really loves those we find it hard to love, and created 
them in His image.  So how do we love these people? 
 
Leviticus 19:18  
18 “‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love your 
neighbour as yourself. I am the Lord. 
Forgive others and move on. 
 
1 John 3:16-18 
16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to 
lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions and 
sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that 
person? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 
Love others with actions. 
Find ways to be hospitable, share a meal with others, if someone comes to visit offer them a 
drink.  Sometimes it is the small things that make a big difference.  Give what you can, be 
generous with your time and attention. 
 
Hebrews 10:24-25 
24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds,  
25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
Fellowship and Community 
Being part of a community of believers is about loving others, and encouraging others also 
to show love.  Fellowship looks different to different people, but basically it occurs when we 
gather with others and share opportunities to grow and encourage one another. 
 
For those who do not know, the vision for children’s ministry here at MBC is based on the 
pattern of honeycomb.  The interconnected nature of the comb shape creates stability, and 
keeps the gooey honey from falling out of the beehive.  The thick sticky properties of honey 
cause it to leave an impression on anything that comes into contact with it.  Once you have 
experienced the sweet sustaining nature of honey you will never forget it.  And so the vision 
for our children and young people is that they will know the goodness and grace of God, and 
love for others that overflows like honey.  The comparison to honey being that those 
involved in our children’s ministry will never forget God’s love, that fills us to overflowing. 
 
Luke 15:11-32 
But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for 
him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.21 “The son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son.’22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. 
Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s 
have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost 
and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. 
Admit our sins to those we have sinned against, and to God.  Forgiveness in action. 
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Love yourself 
In Mark where we are called to love others as you love yourself, it is not strictly a command 
to love one-self.  It is implied in the bible that you already do love yourself.  Bearing this in 
mind, my question is can we truly love others if we do not have love of self?  The worldly 
view is to love self, and care for self and essentially put self before others, but God calls us 
to praise God for His works, which includes the making of all people, including me and you.  
To love God, is to love and respect all His creation. 
 
Psalm 139:14 
 14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
    your works are wonderful, 
    I know that full well. 
Believe that you are made in the image of God. 
This is a Psalm written to God, about the writer, and applicable to all of us.  We are told that 
we are fearfully and wonderfully made in the image of God, therefore if we truly love God, 
we gain the understanding that we are also to love self.  As stated earlier love is not self-
serving, love is an act of selflessness.  In my opinion, to love God completely is to show 
respect and therefore love for self as one of God’s creations.  God is love, and he has called 
us His.   
 
Luke 12:7 
7 Why, even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not; even you are of more value 
than many sparrows. 
You are more valuable than sparrows. 
Luke tells us not to fear because we are more valuable than sparrows.  There are so many 
different groups organised to protect wildlife, and money is thrown at these worthy causes, 
especially when they involve cute fluffy looking endangered animals.  I wonder then how 
many of us truly believe that we are worth more, than birds.  This is God’s truth, and so it 
should be ours also. 
 
Taking this into account, and the fact that God is always at work for the good of everyone 
who loves him and is called according to his purpose.  (Romans 8:28).  Then to love God 
with all of our being, is to bring glory to Him through our actions.  Because God is love, to 
show that love to self is to be all things set out in 1 Corinthians – patient, kind, hopeful, 
persevering, rejoicing with the truth – and the truth is God loves you, you are fearfully and 
wonderfully made, so believe in yourself, and have hope in God’s plan for you, and that plan 
is to prosper you and not harm you.  That plan is AWESOME!!! 
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Conclusion 
One of the main points that stood out for me from Jacquie’s sermon last week, was the idea 
of an inclusive church.  For me the inclusive heart of MBC is put into practise as people just 
gather around and pray together, serve one another using their strengths.  We clearly state 
that we come together as a people who acknowledge that we haven’t got everything 
perfectly sussed out.  I think by realising that we cannot do it on our own, we are compelled 
to draw nearer to God, who has got everything perfectly sussed. 
 
God is love, therefore the closer to God we are, and the more like Jesus we become, the 
greater our ability to love will be.  One of the greatest tools in our arsenal to becoming more 
Christ-like is the bible.  In my experience when I really stuff up is when I truly know God’s 
love as it extends to mercy and opportunities to have another try.  Moving here to Dunedin 
was about me being obedient to God in big decisions, and we have been blessed by that in 
a number of ways.  I am currently working on obedience to God in the small things, and this 
is difficult at times when my will gets in the way.  But when I love God by being obedient to 
Him, He begins to reveal little pieces of His plan that I would not otherwise have known. 
 
We all have that person, or people in our lives who get under our skin and really annoy us.  
The challenge today is to see this as an opportunity to be more Christ like – there were wrist 
bands that were popular when I was younger that had WWJD on them:  What Would Jesus 
Do?  Let me remind you of what he DID do – he died for us so we could have eternal life.  
Talk about an act of love, of self-less, sacrificial LOVE.   
 
Lent is the season of focusing our love, heart, mind, soul, and strength on something 
worthy, rather than the idols we often worship (coffee, clothing, a certain self-image, or 
standing in the community) Lent specifically reminds us to focus our love outwards rather 
than on selfish desires.  What is your God – who are you worshipping today?  If it is not 
Jesus, then this is another opportunity to love God first. 
 
Look for opportunities to put this love into practise.  Ask God to reveal to you the ways in 
which you could put love into action today. 
 

• Look for ways to love God first – obedience, listening, praying, waiting . . . 
• It is easy to love those that we like 
• Who is God speaking to you about loving more 
• Ask God, then look for opportunities and say yes! 
• Accept you are a loved child of God 
• Because God is love 
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Further Reading 
 

 Hebrews 13  

 Hebrews 10:19-39 

 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28  

 Ephesians 4 

 James 5:13-20 

 1 Peter 4:9 


