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I Peter part four: 1 Peter 5 
 
And so we come to the end of the series of sermons on 1 Peter. I hope that you 
have found them to be useful to build on in your private times of study. 
Before I wade into the final part, let’s just have a wee sum up so that you 
remember what we have been talking about. 
 
Peter reminds us  
Whose we are 
As a result of that  
we are called to Holy Living and Submission to one another 
As a result of that  
we will be distinctive and we will be persecuted and suffer for our faith or 
doing good. 
 
1 Peter 5 
 
Edmund Clowney in his exposition of 1 Peter talks about 2 attitudes Peter has 
been describing through his letter; on the one hand humility towards others and 
on the other hand bold resistance to evil. These attitudes are fundamental for 
Christian living in this present world. They are by no means contradictory as 
Jesus demonstrated. In the beginning of this chapter Peter talks about humility 
on the part of those who lead and those who are being led. 
 
It can be a hard place to be as we live lives of humility but also are called to make 
a stand for righteousness at times. We have Jesus as an example of how to 
achieve that. Although Jesus submitted to the authorities he didn’t fail to point 
out their errors. The classic example of this is his relationships with the 
Pharisees! 
 
Application: 
For example When I go along a particular piece of road where the road rules have 
been altered and I think it is really dangerous I need to make my views known with 
the appropriate authority but at the same time I need to continue to obey the road 
rules.  
              
1) 5 v 1 – 4 Elders behaviour 
 
In the beginning of this section Peter reminds the believers (and thus elders) 
that he is one of them. He is a fellow-elder with them, not a hierarchical 
structure. By identifying with them he calls on them to follow his example. We 
find this elsewhere for example when Paul is farewelling the Ephesian elders in 
Acts 20 v 18 – 35. He reminds them of the calling on their life and then the 
outcome in their behaviour. 
 
Peter uses the illustration of Shepherd to describe the work of the elders. This is 
a common picture we find in scripture and historically. For example Moses was a 
shepherd as was David, both great leaders in Israel. Jesus is the Good Shepherd 
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and used this descriptive terminology a lot when speaking of himself and the 
people.  
 
“Jesus the Messiah and the Lord, comes to be the ‘the Shepherd and Overseer of 
your souls’ (2 v 25). He looked with compassion on the scattered sheep of Israel and 
gathered the remnant flock, calling his own sheep by name. He promised also to 
gather other sheep; the scattered flock of the Gentiles (Matthew 9 v 36; Luke 12 v 
32 John 10 v 16; see Isaiah 56 v 8; 49 v 8 – 10). They, too, were ‘like sheep going 
astray’ but have now been brought back by the Shepherd. For his gathered flock, 
God promised to raise up faithful shepherds. The elders Peter addresses are 
themselves the fulfilment of Gods promise. (Jeremiah 3 v 15; 23 v 4)” Clowney p. 
200) 
 
{ Clowney says also that the care for the flock will be proportional to their care for 
the Lord. Love for the Lord is the motivational factor for Elders to act as true 
shepherds to God’s people. 
“To be sure, the work of the Chief Shepherd is as distinctive as is his person. He is 
the only Lord of the flock; the Shepherd’s rod in his hand is a rod of iron for he is the 
Judge of the nations; he goes before his flock, first to the cross, then to the throne. 
By his Spirit he gathers the sheep the Father has given him, for he know them, and 
they know his voice. At the last, Christ, the Judge of all, will divide the sheep from 
the goats as no merely human shepherd could do (Matthew 25 v 31 – 33). Yet the 
Lord of glory calls human beings to serve him as shepherds. By his grace they too 
may taste of sufferings and glory and so have fellowship with him. When Jesus 
recommissioned Peter he said, ‘Follow me!” ( John 21 v 19). Jesus the Chief 
Shepherd, calls every undershepherd to walk in his steps (1 Peter 2 v 21)” [Clowney 
p 201]} 
 
When we think about Shepherds there are two characteristics to the leadership: 
a) Leading where to go… a shepherd doesn’t drive his sheep like cattle but 

leads them to where they should go. Lead by example, going on ahead. 
b) Caring for and ensuring the flock are nourished. Making sure there is food 

and nourishment for the flock. Looking after those who are weak and sick. 
 
In these verses there are points made about behaviour of elders: 
 
Not doing their job from duty but from a willing heart [their love for the Lord 
acting as a motivational factor for their leading and care] 
 
Not for money (or ‘just’ money) eager to serve in this context the word used by 
Peter means for ‘shameful gain’ this clearly does not mean the pay any elder 
receives for his work as Jesus taught us that a workman is worth his wages but for 
situations where money becomes the motive of serving (Matthew 10 v 10, 1 
Corinthians 9 v 7 – 12) 
 
Being examples and not lording it over the people There is a reminder in here 
that elders serve as undershepherds. Their authority comes only from Christ as they 
minister in His name. As they follow Jesus example (as the Chief Shepherd) they are 
to be examples and will suffer as he did. 
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Application: 
An example of this in action is how we try to model eldership here at church. We 
work as a team to serve the church, we value each other and try to work as a body 
together. We want to be examples of a team working together so that as you 
perhaps are part of a team for example worship or kids ministry you can follow our 
example. Pray for us that we hear from God. Test our leadership using these verses 
by our fruit. We are accountable to God (and to the church). We have to answer to 
God for our actions as we take responsibility for the church. (“Not many of you 
should presume to become teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who 
teach will be judged more strictly.” James 3 v 1) 
 
2) 5 v 5 -6 Humility: mutual submission 
 
Important to remain humble and submitted to one another. Proper respect for 
those in authority (older here is same word as elder earlier). This is about 
humble submission to one another, which was addressed earlier in the letter in 2 
vs. 13- 3 v7. Peter reminds again about the importance of submitting to one 
another out of reverence for Christ (Ephesians 5 v 21). Thus we leave 
positioning, reward etc. up to him. He will lift up at the right time, in the right 
place and the right way. Seeking it for ourselves is not pretty and rarely turns out 
well. 
 
Peter talks here about the difficulty of pride. He spoke from bitter experience. He 
was the one who declared He would never deny Jesus. Every time he heard a 
cock crow he must have remembered that declaration. Pride is an ugly thing. He 
reminds us that pride is ugly to God and God opposes the proud.  
 
Example: 
In the church setting this can be seen where individual pastors exalt themselves, 
are flattered by attention and become tempted by pride. This can be made worse by 
the expectations of a congregation that the minister is all in all. We operate a team 
ministry here where we are in relationship with one another and as such 
accountable to one another. We give permission to others in the team to speak into 
our lives. 
Mutual submission makes us accountable to each other and vulnerable to one 
another. If we go for advice to another we are to listen and prayerfully decide 
whether to follow that advice. Don’t ask for it if you are not at least prepared to 
consider taking it. “ One of the signs we are still growing is the ability to admit we 
are not always right. When was the last time you knew and conceded you were 
wrong?” (Lucas) (“We all stumble in many ways…”James 3 v 2) 
 
3) 5 v 7 Cast our anxiety to God: 
 
Peter reminds again that we should act in relation to our position in Christ. We 
should cast our anxiety on Him because we know we are chosen, royal, his child, 
etc. Knowing who we are in Christ should change how we act our position in 
Christ is irrefutable. When we get anxious we need to go to God about it. Ask him 
about the situation, what he wants us to do, remind ourselves that God is 
sovereign and he is in control and then leave the problem or worry with him. It is 
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easier said that done, but if we practice this process it does become easier in 
time. “We are not saved by works but we should work hard at being 
intentional and disciplined about the way we live.” (Lucas Jun 12)  
 
As a scripture this verse is fine to have on your wall or as a quote to remember 
BUT it should also be read in the context of the whole of 1 Peter. It is set in a 
context of remembering who you are in Christ and his investment in your life. 
Peter reminds the people to live Holy lives out of reverence for Christ.  
 
4) 5 v 8 – 9 Resist the devil: 
 
The enemy would want you to give in and deny your faith or sin. He might want 
to make you think that you are suffering because God doesn’t care or is 
abandoning you… Not true  
By looking to God and his grace constantly casting our cares on him, trusting in 
him and his word, believing that we are new creations and saved by his grace we 
are enabled to resist the devil. As we submit to one another we will not exhibit 
pride as we focus on God and his work in our lives. 
 
Jeff Lucas said in my reading yesterday morning (21 June) “ Satan’s primary 
weapon is not temptation, but condemnation, because he is the accuser… who 
wants to smother us with shame and undermine our new identity as he did with 
Jesus in the wilderness…”  
 
That is why knowing WHO we are and WHOSE we are is so important in Peter’s 
message here. 
 
5) 5 v 10 – 11 God’s grace – give Him Glory for ever 
 
This suffering is temporary we are going to an eternal glory with him.  
It is God who saves from start to finish and he is our hope. He is the one who 
makes us steadfast and true as we cast ourselves onto him. He has made it 
possible for us to be saved by his own actions and in the end of time He will be 
glorified. “Then every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of 
God the Father” (Philippians 2 v 11). Stand firm in Christ because he is your 
eternal security and the ability to stand firm come from Him 
 
6) 5 v 12 These words are true, believe them  
 
V12b is a conclusion of the letter drawing on the thrust of the letter. 
What else can Peter say, just believe what I have said…all this is true, I testify to 
it…believe me…believe Christ. 
 
7) 5 v 13 – 14 Greetings & Finally Peace to all in Christ: 
 
Greetings emphasize that this is family together. Some commentators think ‘she’ 
here refers to ‘the church’ rather than a family member. This is a reminder that 
we are in this together. We should greet each other warmly like a family and be 
in relationship together as Peter had referred to in chapter 2/3. 
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And Peter ends this letter with the words “Peace to all of you who are in Christ”. 
Peter can say; despite the suffering for your faith, despite the difficulties you face 
day to day; Peace is yours. Peter knew that the word of God was true. He had 
experienced it. He was able to confidently pass this on to these believers. Peace 
was from knowing Jesus and it was not about the circumstances. It is a different 
peace to what non-believers might think. They would probably interpret peace 
as no strife or war, everything going my way. As Christians what we know is that 
God can give us a peace in our hearts that sustains us when we are in strife, 
difficulties or pain. It is a peace that is above physical stuff. It is also a very 
difficult phenomenon to describe to someone who does not know Jesus yet.  
It is expressed by Paul in a similar context in Philippians 4 v 6 – 7  
“ Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your request to God. And the peace of God which transcends 
all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 
And Jesus said… 
 
“ Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give you as the world 
gives. Do not let your heart be troubled and do not be afraid.”  
John 14 v 27  
 
In conclusion 
 We have been looking at the letter 1 Peter over the past 4 weeks and there are a 
number of themes we have mentioned and today have revisited some of these: 
 

1. A reminder of who we are in Christ and how He has saved us 
2. As a result of what we have been made by Christ how we should be living 

Holy lives  
3. We are a body of people who work together, need each other, relate to 

each other (temple of living stones) as worship to God. 
4. Suffering is part of the journey as a Christian. As we stand up for God and 

are distinctive we will suffer persecution either overtly or subtly. 
5. As we live for God we submit to one another and respect one another. 
6. Leadership is about leading and care and mirrors the example set by 

Christ. 
 
 
Knowing who we are and Whose we are should help us to live Holy lives of 
submission and reverence which enable others to see Christ at work in us. 
This will enable us to have peace even through suffering.  
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