
 

Preparing for Christmas 



Song of Simeon 
Luke 2:22-35 



How did Simeon know? 

• How did he know he would see the messiah? 

• What was he looking for? Was there a sign? 



 



 



 



 



How did Simeon know? 

• Perhaps he was just open to the Spirit of God 
and willing to take a risk, a step of faith 

• Perhaps he had not dared to try and work out 
How God might do it 

• It is a truth, that often we might miss what 
God has done, or is doing, because it doesn’t 
fit with how we imagined he would do it. 



Application for us  

• Keep open to the leading of the Holy Spirit and act 
accordingly in Faith 

• Be careful of imagining you know how God is 
going to fulfil his word. 

• Seek wisdom in interpreting the Bible. The whole 
story of Christmas is that many in Israel missed 
the boat because they couldn’t see God starting 
off in a manger and growing up in Nazareth. 

• Be careful how we judge others. God may be at 
work. 



A light for revelation to the Gentiles 

• Simeon quotes Isaiah 42:6 

• Isaiah 42 is known as a “Servant Song”  a prophecy 
about the true quality of God’s  messiah and His 
purpose to bring love, hope and justice to all 
nations  

• Note - “Gentiles” = nations = ethnicities = cultures 
skinheads, geeks, fashionistas,  etc, every grouping 
in the world (John 3:17) 

• Clearly he is saying that this baby, will be the long 
awaited Messiah for the salvation of EVERYBODY 



Revelation = An Unveiling 

• Isaiah 25:7 promises that God will lift the veil 
that is over the nations through the Christ 

• 2 Cor 3:16-18 (a “nations” Church) we with 
unveiled faces are being transformed by His 
Spirit (i.e. fulfilment of Isaiah 25:7) 

• The veil = shame, removed, nothing to hide, 
Moses hid behind the veil because the glory 
was departing, But Jesus Christ says he will 
never depart from us, we are set freeee! 



Jesus the light of our salvation 

• Jesus the one who showed love and justice, 
embracing lepers, talking to women, and 
giving jobs to mere fishermen to do the work 
of his kingdom etc 

• Jesus who inspired centuries of faithful 
followers to live transformed unveiled lives 

• Jesus who calls us today to follow him and 
open our hearts to him (John 14:23) 

• Eph 1:17-22 - My eyes have been enlightened  



Application 

• It is all about Jesus 

• “Enlightenment” and “transformation” is 
offered to us, but the process also involves us 
allowing Him to take away the veil by turning 
to Him (2 Cor 3:16) 

• Turn to Jesus. You do not need to fear the light 
or hold back from Him 



…And The Glory of Your People Israel 

• 1 Samuel 15:29 He who is the Glory of Israel 
does not lie or change his mind; for he is not a 
human being, that he should change his mind.’ 

• That is, The Glory of Israel is God himself.  

• So, when Simeon says this, he is declaring that 
Jesus is God.  

• This Baby would be Immanuel – God with us 
(Isaiah 7:14) 

 



So if Jesus is God – Worship Him 

• Worship is more than singing songs 

• An attitude of our heart to submit to him 
– Time 

– Money 

– Attitudes 

– Behaviours 

– The way we use our lips 

– How we react 

– Our choices 



Application 

• Accept Jesus as your God 

• Worship him, follow him and obey him to 
become like him etc 

• Walk in the light as he is in the light (1 Jn 1:7) 

• Acts 13:47 - For this is what the Lord has 
commanded us: ‘“I have made you 
a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring 
salvation to the ends of the earth.”  



Summary 

• Stay Open to God and don’t let your 
imagination get in the way 

• Let Jesus remove your veil and shed his light 
on your situation by turning to him for all 
things 

• Worship him in all you do in word and spirit 
and action. 


