
The Lord’s Prayer Sermon 5…your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven 
God and God alone is fit to take the universe's throne 

And the best and worst of man won’t change the Master's plan it's God's and God's 
alone  

Phill McHugh 

 

The sanctification of the name of God is always connected with his kingdom; and the most 

important part of his kingdom lies in his will being done. 
Calvin 

1
st
 consider Heaven as Position of Power 

You may recall in the sermon on “Our Father which art in heaven” we said that [in the context of 

the Lord’s Prayer] heaven was being used to denote the position of power rather than a place.  

This part of the prayer is linked to the coming of the Kingdom where the God of heaven [all 

power], who is transcendent and sovereign, is being asked by his creatures to bring about his 

plan and purpose on earth by bringing the power of heaven to earth.  

 

2
nd

 consider Heaven as the place from which God rules 

If God is in full control of all things anyway, surely his will is being done exactly as it is in 

heaven…isn’t it? The only thing is; God’s will is always being done from heaven. 

What Jesus is telling his followers to pray is: “Come down and live here among these people on 

the earth and govern the universe from earth as you do from heaven.” 

Now to a Hebrew mind that would be unthinkable, “God is Holy! The Earth is unclean and 

unholy! God could not live here!” 

But this is how radical Jesus was- his understanding was that God would sanctify [clean up] the 

earth precisely so that he could make his home among men. As we have said before; Jesus death 

and Resurrection made it possible for God to give men new hearts that he could indwell by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. That is why we say Heaven is in our Heart.  

The God of Heaven resides in YOU! 

 

 

The Sovereignty of God: 
Many people struggle with the idea of God being in control of all things, because they think of 

all the bad things that have happened. But the Bible says: 
 
Romans 8:28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 

those who are called according to his purpose.  
 

In other words: Trust God and he will take care of you no matter what sufferings you go through. 

God has a purpose in all things. 

The question you have to ask is: “Do I trust that God knows what he is doing?” 

The Father’s Plan involves the salvation and adoption of his people into his family [see the next 

verses] 
 
Romans 8:29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image 

of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 

 
Ephesians 1:5  he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 

purpose of his will, 



Bringing our will into line with God’s  

If we can trust in God and trust that Jesus paid the price for our sins; are we are ready to live as 

Jesus lived? Here is an example of how he put this principle in the Lord’s Prayer into action. 

 
Matthew 26:36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his 

disciples, "Sit here, while I go over there and pray." 
26:37 And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and 

troubled.  
26:38 Then he said to them, "My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch 

with me." 
26:39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, "My Father, if it be 

possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will." 
26:40 And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, "So, could 

you not watch with me one hour? 
26:41 Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but 

the flesh is weak." 
26:42 Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, "My Father, if this cannot pass 

unless I drink it, your will be done." 
26:43 And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy.  
26:44 So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same 

words again.  
26:45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, "Sleep and take your rest later on. See, 
the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
 
Jesus is suffering terribly with what is about to take place, but he brings himself into line with 

the Father’s will. THREE TIMES he prays a prayer to escape the plan, and three times he 

submits to his Father’s will.  

Many “so called” good teachings on prayer would renounce Jesus prayer in Gethsemane as 

faithless and weak. He certainly is not boldly “Naming and claiming” blessings for himself. But 

Jesus is being honest and Jesus is laying his fears and concerns at his Father’s feet. 

Jesus is asking to be delivered from his fate, but he submits to God’s plan and God’s plan is 

confirmed when Judas arrives. We know nothing of what Jesus prayed overnight in the dungeon 

waiting to be handed over to Pilate, but we know one thing for certain: he was trusting in the will 

of God. 

The disciples found it very hard to stay awake with Jesus: Do we ever feel that way in our faith? 

IS JESUS CHALLENGING US TO SLEEP LATER ON? [Metaphorically] 

 

Do we lay our desires at our Father’s feet and surrender to the will of God?  

 

A word of warning: 

There is another school of thought about prayer, and that is that God has limited himself [and 

other spiritual beings] in such a way that he [they] may only affect our lives by our permission. 

This comes from the idea that in the Garden God gave authority to man and now he waits for 

man to pray before he moves to help man. This idea is based on a desire for a good, kind natured 

God [eg: being a gentleman], who is politely waiting to be asked to help get us back on track. 

The problem with this view is that without the Holy Spirit’s inspiration we would never pray for 

help and so all mankind would be lost. That is why God is not a gentleman, he is fierce and 

jealous and he fights hard for those he has come to save. It is only by his power that we have the 



desire to pray at all. And that is why Jesus teaching on prayer emphasizes trusting in God’s plan, 

before asking for God’s help. 

Yours prayers do not give you any power over God. God’s motivation comes from a love for his 

people. Likewise our motivation to pray should come from a love of God and people.   

All religions other than Christianity say; “we have to convince God [the gods] to help us.” 

Jesus is saying God’s will is being done, bring your prayers in line with his will and trust that he 

is the one motivating you. True faith is not the ability to manipulate a deity, but it is trust that the 

deity has your best interests at heart. It is no accident that [in our church] our intercessors seek to 

take a step back and listen for God’s will before bringing their prayers before him. It is also no 

accident that our prayer service is called “Open to God.” WE MUST TRUST GOD TO MOVE 

FIRST. He is not a passive force waiting our orders. It is God who ultimately directs us. 

 
Psalm 37:3  Trust in the LORD, and do good; dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness.  
37:4  Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart.  
37:5  Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him, and he will act.  
37:6  He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, and your justice as the noonday.  
 37:7  Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; fret not yourself over the one who 
prospers in his way, over the man who carries out evil devices!  
 

Does God give what we desire, or does he give us the desire itself?  

It is clear the man who delights in the Lord, will find he is eternally delighted. 

 

The Purpose of God: 

There is nothing more comforting than the thought that God controls everything, if you trust God 

no matter what happens. 

However there is nothing more dreadful than the thought that God controls everything, if you 

have your doubts about his plans. 

This is why we read and study the Bible to understand the purpose of God.  

We believe the purpose of God was fulfilled in Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection.  

WHAT THEN IS THE PURPOSE OF GOD? 

God’s plan was to display something to mankind which would only be possible if sin 

entered the world: The Glory of his compassion and grace. 
 
Romans 5:20 Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace 

abounded all the more, 
  
So you see God did not sin but he allowed sin and used sin to bring about human history.  

 

“God, from all eternity, did, by the most wise and holy counsel of his own will, freely, and 

unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass; yet so, as thereby neither is God the author 

of sin, nor is violence offered to the will of the creatures; nor is the liberty or contingency of 

second causes taken away, but rather established” (WFC, III.1) 

Westminster Confession 

 

And all human history points to the grace and compassion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

  



Romans 5:17  For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much 
more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign 
in life through the one man Jesus Christ.  

 

At the end of the day it does not matter whether or not you hold God responsible for all the evils 

of the world, because you and I have no way of holding God responsible for anything.  

The Bible makes three things very clear. 

1. God has complete control over everything that ever happened or will happen 

2. We [humans] are completely responsible for sin  

3. God has taken the responsibility for sin being in the world by taking the punishment for 

sin upon himself.  

So whether he is responsible or not he has taken the responsibility anyway. 

So again it comes back to trusting in God’s purpose and plan and not playing the blame game 

with him or others. Those who trust in God’s plan are God’s people.   
 

Final thoughts: Coming under God’s will in Prayer: 
Romans 12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  
12:2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.  
12:3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure 
of faith that God has assigned. 
 
If you want to bring your prayers in line with God’s will then you must seek God’s will and 

sacrifice your own agenda. Some thoughts on how to do this: 

 Try asking God what he would like you to pray for and listen to him?  

 In corporate prayer; pray to God and not those listening.  

 Speak with people involved in prayer ministries at Musselburgh; they can help you learn 

these skills. 

  Second look for God’s plan in scripture. What message is he trying to get through to you 

today? If in doubt, always look at the scripture with the Cross of Christ as the focus. 
  
Summary of Sermon: 

1. God’s will is that heaven is established in your heart. God’s Kingdom on earth starts in 

our heart.  

2. God controls everything, so we must trust him. Those who trust in God’s plan are God’s 

people. Every purpose serves God’s purpose in the end. 

3. Lay your desires to one side and surrender to God’s will and purpose. 

4. God cannot be manipulated by prayer, so want what he wants and pray for that. 

5. Take time to listen to God in prayer and to think about what God is saying to us in the 

scriptures. 
 

1John 5:14 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything 
according to his will he hears us.  
5:15  And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests 
that we have asked of him. 


