Introductory thoughts

Repetitive Themes in Genesis
Judgement and Mercy [last week]
Living off the land vs living in the city [Creation and Mans impact]
Walking with God [story of Adam, Noah and Abraham]
But the overarching theme of the whole book is God’s Providence in all things
Romans 8:28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those
who are called according to his purpose.
The book of Genesis is full of judgement stories interspersed with mercy
The fall
The flood
The tower of babel
The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah
All vivid stories of the wrath of God against sin and sinful people but also stories where God saves a
remnant of his people
There is also a warning against materialism
Surrounding ourselves in man-made cities is not good for us; we need to experience the God of
Creation.

Life Spans
Have you ever done the maths on the ages people lived to in Genesis?
People from before the flood lived much longer lives than those after the flood
800-900 years drops down to just over 100 by the time Noah dies. See Gen 6:3
Noah lives 350 years after the flood
In that time his offspring populate the region. if God’s blessing was upon the humans to repopulate
the earth and each couple descending from Noah produced 10 children who survived to breed the
same way [5 boys and 5 girls per couple over a 40year period] within 350 years the earth would have
over 1 million people.
Conservatively 300,000 people by the time Abraham was born.
According to Jewish tradition Abraham spend time with Noah when he was very young and Noah
was very old. Noah taught Abraham how to walk with God and his primary message was to get away
from the city and listen to the God who created the whole earth. God’s handiwork can be seen
everywhere when we do not surround ourselves with Man made things. Of all the descendants of
Noah Abraham was chosen by God to carry on the concept of walking with God.

Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his
flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. And the angel of
the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the
bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight,
why the bush is not burned.” When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out
of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Do not come near; take your
sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” And he said, “I am the
God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his
face, for he was afraid to look at God. Exodus 3:1-6

Quote by CS Lewis from “Surprised by Joy”
God could have used any number of exalted titles to refer to himself in this passage. He could have
referred to himself as the First Cause, the Unmoved Mover, the Supreme Being, or the Almighty
Creator. Instead, he humbled himself and identified with sinners, calling himself the God of Abraham
(a pagan), Isaac (a coward), and Jacob (a con man).
Hebrews 11:16 offers inspired commentary on this situation, saying, God is not ashamed to be called
their God. This is divine humility! This is a miracle of grace! The holy God humbled himself and
identified with sinful human beings. More than that, the holy God humbled himself by identifying
himself with the names of sinful men. This is the essence of the gospel. Despite our sinfulness and
unworthiness, God is not ashamed to be called our God.
It was Divine humility that moved God to save a stubborn people from Egypt, and it was Divine
humility that moved God to send his Son knowing he would be rejected by his own people. Despite
our sinfulness and stubbornness and foolishness, God is not ashamed to be called our God. He
welcomes reluctant converts, and he gladly identifies with sinners.

Being an Israelite [part of the Israel of God as Paul put it in Galatians] is about living with an
understanding that God provides a way for us
Last week Mike suggested we are on a journey back to a restored relationship with God like that of
the garden of Eden
I would say God takes us further than that; because somehow the Garden and the fall were all part
of His plan to bring us through our fallen state into an understanding of the revelation of His Love for
us.
Jesus is warning people that considering yourself to have fellowship with the patriarchs is about
experiencing God the same way they did.
The three experiences of faith that this sermon is going to focus on are:
1. Being transformed
2. Wrestling
3. And trusting in his Providence
Jesus was very hard on People who didn’t think that they needed God’s providenceJohn 8:31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my
disciples,
8:32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
8:33 They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone.
How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”
8:34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin.
8:35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever.
8:36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
8:37 I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no
place in you.
8:38 I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have heard from your father.”
8:39 They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham's
children, you would be doing the works Abraham did,
8:40 but now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not
what Abraham did.

Jesus then goes on to say that their father is the devil they have bought into the ‘lies of the world’.
I wonder today have we bought into the world’s lies?
Watch the news this week; sexually immorality, legalised hypnotic drugs, abortion and euthanasia
are all prominent and Christianity was under attack for not accepting the way society wants to go.
2000 years ago Rome ruled the world. Romans believed in dignity the right to die with dignity or
even commit suicide to avoid public humiliation.
Romans used hypnotic drugs in their places of worship
Romans were openly sexually immoral,
And consequently Romans were big fans of abortion [right up to full term]
The way of Christ challenges these thoughts in biblical times and today
1. Be pure sexually
2. Do not kill or exploit people
3. Prepare yourself to face hard testing not always trying to avoid it
This is the faith of the Patriarchs

The patriarchs give us three examples of how people can come to faith in God.
1. Abram became Abraham [converted from pagan to believer by faith] responded as a young
adult
2. Isaac was born supernaturally in the great old age of his parents [raised in a family of faith
that he trusted]
3. Jacob became Israel [raised in a family of faith but rebelled and relied on his own craftiness
but was restored to faith in later years in desperate times]
They did not live perfect lives, but ultimately faith took root in them and they trusted in the promise
of God.

The Patriarchs were tested:
1.

Abraham and Isaac were tested together on mount Moriah

2. Jacob was tested when he had to face his brother Esau after running away for so many years
after tricking him out of his birth right.
God looked very favourably on the way these men turned to him trusted him and allowed him to
empower them – in spite of their weakness
Their faith was not genetically inherited [although the family traditions helped greatly]
Their faith was personal [it did affect the community but] it was about their walk with God
But the question now occurs, Who is able to stand against an Antagonist, at whose breath alone all
flesh perishes and vanishes away, at whose look the mountains melt, at whose word or beck the
whole world is shaken to pieces, and therefore to attempt the least contest with him would be insane
temerity? But it is easy to untie the knot. For we do not fight against him, except by his own power,
and with his own weapons; for he, having challenged us to this contest, at the same time furnishes us
with means of resistance, so that he both fights against us and for us. In short, such is his
apportioning of it is conflict, that, while he assails us with one hand, he defends us with the other;
yea, inasmuch as he supplies us with more strength to resist than he employs in opposing us, we may
truly and properly say, that he fights against us with his left hand, and for us with his right hand
Calvin's commentaries

One of the biggest struggles in believing in God is that he is all powerful and yet he claims to be all
good. With so much evil in the world in the hearts of men and as we know in the spiritual world
around us; it is easy to doubt His power or His goodness.
Please do not make the mistake of thinking this picture is about Good vs Evil; that is where most
people go wrong –they think our faith is dualist
The opposites are God’s goodness and God’s Power
The story of Jacob wrestling with God is about God empowering Jacob to pass the test of God
The Biblical answer to this conundrum is simple: Have Faith or trust God in all things- what seems
like evil at work in the world is actually part of God’s plan. God never sins but he planned for men
and some angels to sin in order to display his attributes of Justice and Mercy to his creation.
Now I am about to say something that you have to be very mature to accept; and some of you may
find it offensive but try and hear me out without emotion.
All your suffering and pain, every sin and every crime, every murder, every war, every rape, every
lie, every hurt, and even your dying day is part of the great plan of God, it takes a lot of time to
process these facts but without them being true God cannot be said to be all powerful. God is not
responsible for any evil in the world, we [mankind] are guilty of committing the sins, But God
chose to allow evil to be used by his creatures. God created the situation where he knew exactly
what would happen. Our sin is part of his plan to show how he can bring about good from evil.
Many so called atheists claim that they don’t believe in a God who would behave this way [perhaps
you feel the same way too].
All I can tell you is that the patriarchs believed it was better to trust that an all-powerful God knew
what he was doing and better not to give him advice.
God; in Christ; fights against evil and defeats it, but; in a transcendent way, God plans out our lives
to be full of tests and temptations.
Satan is not co-equal with God; he has to get permission or even instructions from God to attack us.
His plan in Eden to destroy mankind was doomed from the start because it was already part of God’s
plan first.

It is true that the demons do attack God’s servants and cause wee problems in their lives [especially
the week leading up to a sermon], but even if there is a demon behind every tree; God is greater for
HE is everywhere.
Good and evil are not equal, evil serves Good in that it creates situations where Good can show
goodness more fully.

Nearly every story in the Bible is about people who are being tested by God to grow them or cause
them to fall.

Remember at the start of the sermon when I told you that tradition tells us Noah passed his
theology down to Abraham
Abraham learned how to hear the creators voice and the creator chose to talk with Abraham

This is part of what God’s providence is about
The great theological work of John Calvin called the Institutes of Christian religion begins with a
detailed explanation of God’s providence.
Calvin felt This attribute of God is so essential to our faith that we must begin there when defining
our religion.
If you cannot conceive of a God who provides for you, you cannot say you are Christian at all.
Remember Romans 8:28
The emphasis in Genesis is that God has a plan from the beginning that knew about every evil deed
that would take place and brings about something good from every evil deed; something that would
benefit the people who trust in him.
Remember the song Something beautiful something good, all my confusion he understood …
It was not an accident that the events of your life transpired the way they did, they were all planed
by God, to make you into a better you –if you Love God.

Romans 8:28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those
who are called according to his purpose.
Take home thought:
If you build this concept of God’s providence into your understanding of God and his purpose in your
life, then you will be better equipped to face the trails that will come.
The world has an attitude of “don’t worry be happy” and “don’t rock the boat”, and when trials
come “find someone to blame or find a drug to numb the pain”
If you don’t know God or anything about grace, then living this way might make sense to you- but if
you do know God and you have realised that he has numbered your days, planned your life and
appointed you to live through certain trials of faith- then please learn from these stories in Genesis
and throughout the Bible that God can be trusted and all of this is for the good of those of us who
are called to Love him. Some things we do now will affect people who have not yet been born.
The fact of the matter is we don’t cope with the trials of life nearly as well as our many of our
forefathers in the faith did. This is partly because we don’t understand Grace as much these days
[we feel like Cain that the work of our hands is good enough].
And partly because we don’t think it is fair that God allows us to face trials. We see life through our
own perspective and fail to appreciate an eternal perspective.
But the purpose of this life to know God and his Mercy and to trust the future to his loving hands.
If you wish to be part of the crowd that attempts to pass judgment on God, then you are committing
the ultimate sin of putting yourself on the throne of the universe.
Perhaps it is time we humans let God do his job and start acknowledging that we may not know
everything yet? Walk with the creator instead of waring against him.
“I know not what tomorrow brings but I know who brings tomorrow”

