
So… 
Who should I vote for? 



 



Romans 13:1-7 
Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no 
authority except that which God has established. The authorities that 
exist have been established by God. Consequently, whoever rebels 
against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and 
those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no 
terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you 
want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is 
right and you will be commended. For the one in authority is God’s 
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not 
bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath 
to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to 
submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but 
also as a matter of conscience. 
This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, 
who give their full time to governing. Give to everyone what you owe 
them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, 
then respect; if honor, then honor 

 



More Radical than you first thought 

• This passage is BIG on so many levels 

• Paul had been raised with the belief that for God 
to be in control– the Jews had to be in control (eg 
Psalm 47:1-4) and in the end, the hoped for 
messiah would be boss  

• Now Paul is saying that God is actually behind the 
Roman / Secular Government, the people who 
killed Jesus and many good people!!! 

• This is not just BIG it is  HUGE! 



Not just a random thought 

• the Lord says, Jeremiah 27:5 “…I have made the 
earth… by my great power… and given it to whom 
seemed proper..” 

• Daniel 2:20-21 Daniel said, "Let the name of God 
be blessed forever and ever, For wisdom and 
power belong to Him. "It is He who changes the 
times and the epochs; He removes kings and 
establishes kings; He gives wisdom to wise men 
And knowledge to men of understanding.… 



So what do I think Paul is saying? 

1. Don’t worry about the government – we can 
trust God  with it – he knows what he is 
doing and we don’t need to be afraid..instead 

2. Live out your faith and mission with integrity 

3. …and can let go of feeling that you need to 
be in control for God to do his work. 

 

4. What do you think? 



What is Paul not saying? 

1. That governments always do the right things 
or that God justifies what they do 

2. That Christians should not get involved in the 
government 

3. That we can trust the government (or even 
ourselves or other Christians) – but he says 
we can trust God   



Christians have also thought they 
needed control to make things right 



But if we can’t take control, then what? 
• Daniel gives us a clue 

• He worked as one of the top advisors to the 
King (whom he said was put there by God) 

• He did not agree with everything the King did 

• He did not remove himself from the politics 

• He gave a perspective that 

 no one else could 

• In other words……. 



Witness … not control! 

• Jesus also calls us to be his witnesses. 

• Consider Acts 1:4-8 

• It is about providing a different perspective 
based on our faith that provides a witness to 
the Lords desires rather than a directive 

• It recognises that not everything will go our 
way and it may be really difficult – but that is 
not our problem God will deal with it because 
he is the Lord of all the earth and it will be OK 



Witness … not control! 

• Jesus also calls us to be his witnesses. 

• Consider Acts 1:4-8 



So what does 
a witness 
look like? 



 



We are called to witness 

• A witness shows by what they do and what they 
say that Jesus Christ is the way and the truth and 
the life 

• Because he loves the world – we love the world 
• Because he stands up for the poor, we stand up 

for the poor 
• Because he forgives, we forgive 
• Because he is just – we seek justice 
• Because he gave his life – we give our life 
• Because he was faithful etc etc 

 



How might you “Witness” not control 
where you are at? 

• Family,  

• Work 

• Sports field etc 

 

• Acknowledging that God will sometimes give 
you a bigger role to give a bigger witness 

• God places his witnesses everywhere 



But who should we vote for? 

• It is possible that God has placed Christians in 
every party because every party needs his 
witness 

• Is it OK for Christians to think and vote 
differently? 



But what about the Moral issues? 

But what are the moral issues? 

• Ideas about sexual relationships? 

• The widening gap between rich and poor? 

• The humane treatment of prisoners? 

• Dealing with growing alcohol problems? 

• Decriminalisation of Cannabis? 

• Using public money to grow private wealth? 

• Honouring our environment? 

• The personal integrity of the candidate? 



I think, its your Choice 

• In making a vote, I think we are called firstly to 
pray and then choose based on what we have 
read and heard and consider are the important 
issues and then feel is most important to us 

• Faith not fear 
• Many times we are bombarded with fear 

mongering about what will go wrong if such and 
such get into power 

• But God calls us to Faith, not fear. 
• God is in control – not the government 



thy will be done 

• It is about prayer 

• It is about voting (but lets be realistic) 

• It is about witness – back to Daniel advisor to 
the king - democracy works not by voting, but 
by writing and contacting your MP with the 
issues that concern you and seeking to point 
them to God’s ways by being smart – (and 
often Christians are not so Maurice 
Williamson gets some street cred) 



Faith – all things work (Rom 8:28) 


